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system of transportation was formally abolished in 1840, but
nine years later there was a foolish and dishonourable attempt
to revive it. The English prisons were overcrowded with
felons, and there was a small but noisy minority in Australia
anxious to obtain cheap convict labour. The British Govern-
ment decided, therefore, to send out a convict ship to
Melbourne in spite of the most determined opposition in the
colony of Victoria. When the convict ship, the Hashemy, as
she was called, entered Port Phillip, the harbour was crowded
with throngs of excited townsmen, who expressed their firm
resolve to defy all attempts at landing. The Governor took
the part of the citizens, and also refused to show any
hospitality to the convicts.

In the face of such resistance, the officers in command of
the Hashemy could think of nothing better to do than to sail off
to Port Jackson, where they hoped to get a better reception
from the people of Sydney. But hi this they were very much
mistaken. The whole town was in a state of the wildest
excitement, and for weeks previously there had been heated
public meetings of the Anti-transportation League denouncing
the 'outrage' contemplated by the British Government.
There is no doubt that violent work would have been done
if the naval officers had attempted to knd the convicts, but
they had the wisdom not to force matters to a crisis which
might lead to bloodshed. Eventually a compromise was
effected, and for the sake of the convicts themselves, who would
otherwise have been in a very desperate plight, they were
allowed to get on shore at Brisbane, and distributed among
the farmers as 'assigned servants.' But another petition,
signed by many thousands of colonists, was forwarded to the
Imperial Parliament, with the result that never again did a
convict land on the Australian coast.

: A few words must now be said about the form of constitu-
tional, government acquired ha course of time by the Australian
people. .Trial by jury had been established hi New South,
Wales as far back as 1824, previous to which offenders had